
Honors English I 
2018 Summer Reading and Writing Assignment 

S.H. Rider High School 
 
Required Book- Incantation, by Alice Hoffman 
 
For this assignment, students will need the following supplies: 

● A copy of Incantation (digital copies and library copies are not acceptable) 
● Highlighters- blue and yellow 
● Pen  
● Access to a computer to type the writing assignment 
● MLA Template-  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1dJLKMbNDidOXQmTc75JPftI6PVKuZMTe  
*You can also search Google Docs for MLA8 templates and find a template that you  
can save to your Google Drive by making a copy and then editing the document directly. 

 
There are 2 parts of this summer assignment: 

1. Reading along with identifying and labeling types of figurative language 
and imagery.  DUE- FRIDAY, AUGUST 17 (2nd day of school) 

2. Writing a personal narrative style essay including figurative language and 
syntax (specifically sentence variety). DUE- MONDAY, AUGUST 20  

 
Academic Honesty - These assignments, though completed over the summer, are individual 
work and not to be considered group work. While we encourage discussing your 
interpretation of the works over summer to enhance your understanding and enjoyment, 
duplicate assignments or work that is a joint effort will not be accepted and will receive a 
zero. Highlights and wording of annotations must be unique.  
We are excited to have you as part of our Honors program.  Enjoy your summer, and we will 
see you in August! 

Coach Ciuba 
kciuba@wfisd.net 
 
Coach Graves 
lgraves@wfisd.net 
 
Mrs. Scheller 
sscheller@wfisd.net 
 

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1dJLKMbNDidOXQmTc75JPftI6PVKuZMTe


 
Incantation, Alice Hoffman 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Assignment-  
You will read Incantation, by Alice Hoffman, and while you are reading you will 
highlight and label 20 examples of figurative language (identify the type in the 
margin, Ex- simile, metaphor, personification, etc.) and 20 examples of imagery 
(identify the type in the margin, Ex-sight, sound, touch, smell, etc.). 
 
Use a blue highlighter for all of your figurative language examples and a yellow 
highlighter for your imagery examples.  *Make sure and label the type of figurative 
language you have found along with the type of imagery you have found.  “Imagery” 
or “Figurative Language” in the margin is not acceptable and an incomplete 
assignment. 
 
 
DUE- FRIDAY, AUGUST 17 (2nd day of school) 
 
 
A little about this historical fiction novel: 

Overview (from barnesandnoble.com) 

Incantation by Alice Hoffman 

Bestselling author Alice Hoffman tears a page from history and melds it with mysticism to create 
a spellbinding, highly acclaimed tale about the persecution of Jewish people during the sixteenth 
century. 
 
Estrella is a Marrano: During the time of the Spanish Inquisition, she is one of a community of 
Spanish Jews living double lives as Catholics. And she is living in a house of secrets, raised by a 
family who practices underground the ancient and mysterious way of wisdom known as 
kabbalah. When Estrella discovers her family's true identity—and her family's secrets are made 
public—she confronts a world she's never imagined, where new love burns and where friendship 
ends in flame and ash, where trust is all but vanquished and betrayal has tragic and bitter 
consequences. 
 
Winner of numerous "best book" citations and infused with the rich context of history and faith, 
Incantation is a transcendent journey of discovery and loss, rebirth and remembrance that 
Newbery Award-winning author Lois Lowry described as "Magical and spellbinding...Painful 
and exquisitely beautiful." 
  



 
Incantation, Alice Hoffman 
Summer Writing Assignment 

 
“You think you know somebody, but what do you know?  Only what they want to show you.  Remember, it’s 

what’s inside that matters.” 
 
Assignment-  Type a MLA personal narrative style essay about a time when 
someone betrayed your trust or a time when you betrayed someone else’s 
trust. Please refer to the MLA Template if you have any questions about formatting. 
For example- told another friend/adult a secret you shared with them; parents getting a 
divorce; friend spending more time with someone else; social media 
In this essay you will look at the situation as a whole, from your perspective, and 
from that person’s perspective and then write an essay about what you’ve learned. 
 

You MUST follow the following template (each number symbolizes a paragraph): 
- Include a catchy, clever title (Do NOT title it summer reading essay) 
1. Introductory paragraph- include a “hook” or attention-grabber  
2. Give an account of the betrayal (make this a non-biased view- just facts and 

information) 
3. Give your perspective (side) you can be biased here, include how you felt and 

what you were thinking 
4. Try to look at the other person’s “side” 

Why do you think that person did what they did?  Describe (in your own  
narration) reasons why that person may have felt the way they did, took that  
position, betrayed you 

       5.    Concluding paragraph- Explain the insight/ knowledge you’ve gained from  
looking at the other person’s point of view 
What did you learn?  Do you have a new understanding of the person that  
betrayed you? 

 
ALSO…  
Each essay MUST include: 

- at least 6 examples of similes (bold these sentences in your essay) 
- Sentence variety- 1 sentence per paragraph (5 total) should only be 2-4 words long. 

 
This part of the assignment is to see how well you can imitate Alice Hoffman’s style along 
with showing us your own command of writing. 

 
LENGTH MINIMUM = No less than five paragraphs 
DUE- MONDAY, AUGUST 20  


